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DIVORCE BY RELIGION?

A landmark decision by the Supreme Court now allows couples to live with
partners who are not thelr spouses— aslong as thelr religion permits it.

O Jinn 33, 3004, ke Supreme Cowd sued a
londimotk milrsg o o cose ot Involved o waman
courd infarproler chargad wilky iminmorably, I the
case of Esfracia v, Eselar [AM N, P2 1851, the
hilgh Irunal saidd kol meadam af redllgion "Iv &
funclamenial rghl that anjovs o prolared posltion
In I hiaranchy af rgkls,”

They woamiom, Salodad Eserilar, wis acousnd by
o caiton Alejardro Bilada of “ellsgrocels and
Immeeal cancuct,”™ In viglation af he Boviied
Aelrrdplslrative Codea, Tor iing il a man nol o
hisband arsd boaring o scn by hm

Eqarilor wos
marled hwianly yaon
age n Cathade nkos 1o
lesi Fuibanad ol e
mairiogs  aled  vory
seican cfle she ang
hear Busband
sapoglad wayd ond
evart oy 1ound ol
parlnar Sha mel
Lualon Quilorsn, M, o
mambeear al 1hea
religlous ract
lehoyvah's Wilness
(1), Qulapo wasalia
marrled and hod
rarital prolems. Despite Rkair 1alus, 1he coupde
clecicled tolve fogethar,

in 1991, after ten yaoas of cobobiling with
ik, Escior converted 1o 1w, To moke ther
conpnel cranoement "marnally acceplaole” 1o
ihes cangregaticn, Escrifor and Guilope exesubad
a "declaralionaf pledging falihfulness" oproctice
sone loned by the W for mambers in coundries ika
b Philipgines whiare divorce |s nof olowed, Thea
coupk, in edfect, wos bound inke o new marlal
refeicnship consislent wilin ihair raligious prachce,
Heonszesr, ke ceclorilon recogrizes fhat ihe

cauple musl il baar e civil corsaauancos ol
thir rew relalanthip and regquines tham 16 oblain
ol recopnition al halr partneship once oool
impaciments are e,

i 1998, Escriber’s fisk huslond diad theaby
Hting any legal impodiment on bar part, Gullops,
Ny, win impadpe By fhe foc] thal RE wdle
wing i1l ving,

Iy P99, while serving as a courl inlorphalor lar
thes Bagloned Tnal Courl, Escrilar wos accwied ol
viplaling tha Beviied Adminlgliabve Lodes
provisians agalnsl
mmorakly, The cosm
wil larwardad la Hhe
Cfte al the Courl
Aciminisiratarn| oA}
Escrliar, Invaking
vl lauy  Iresadom
oppaclad 1o theé
Suprammie Cauil,  Thees
high Iriunal, i 2003
ramancadl e cot
to tha OCA and
foskad the Office of
thie Saliclior Genaral
(O58G) o prasanl
evidance of lhm
“sjate's compalling
inferas! to avenide Escrilar's relglews belie! and
procilca.

in s dd-poge resalutian pencscd by Senion
Associaie Juslice Reynoto Pung, the Suprams
Coaurt rdled that the GG (oled 1o make wech a
cdefterminotion and obsolved  Escilar ol ony
immoralact, The Courf thus proncunced:

Y e not enough to confend thal fhe sate's
interzsl s impordant. because ow Constidulicn e
kalds the rght to rebgicus reedom jocred, Tha
Slote st arficulaie inspecific forms (e siate

SEE DIVORCE, p. 2
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O August A J008, ke Supreme Court
wiahelkd the sght of Flipinos wilk cual eiirmnships
& wate for President, Yicoe-Pragcant, sanalars
and padylist impainnialeas,

In by urdnlimous doeciklon, ftho Supremes
Cowrt |n the cois of
Micalasiovrs, o) al v
LEMELEL [ R, Mo
147 8%), grontad
palition ol Flliping
Amidlcan Lalda Nicoloy
Levwads &rel ees Blliee LIS
Beed dual cllifang 1o
camEnl e Cormeriloe
i Elachians 16 allow 1hém
o oxarcliia [hatt vl al L

sflreapes,

| Iring e 2004 |'||||||_'-|'-:I||| flecliany,
MHicafai-Lawis anc hed co-pallbano soucghl to
nEpsler QF avpreal abiisnlos valan Dul wars
advHad by 1ha cordulal allicesd Ihal Ihay cdid not
1iaves Flig |'|“:"-| 19 Wil o per aclisory froom e
Lommasan an Elciions (COMELES),

(it S N S T T

DIVORCE, fmam p.d

SC Upholds Dual Citizens'

Right toVote

T COMELEC mainlained Thal hea
peliflonses did net solldy Ihe resldency e
resguired ol ahgitlo valars,

The Supsema Cowed soidd fhal "ihane i no
oravison in ha dual cllizanship low (1A P 225)
raguiing 'duak’ e actudcly nslalaish msidence
and phypsicoly sfoy in [ F'||i||'.l|'.‘I g finl balone
Ihay canesarcio Ilairighl laweds”

2t the cortrary, 1he SC pantad eul Thal
I dual eltlrenchlp law, "in s Implicil
acknowlodgmenl kol C‘dual’ oroe
Frical Bosaly paon-adsalelants, graels unedsn
Its soclon 5 |1) I woma fghl ol
sulficion as ol grarted o ansanlon
Wirlew wnckel BA, PIEY |Ihe Ablonlog
Weslire Lo,

Th lowe, the gl Bunal
sngihiatleed. "alma 16 andranchike i
muck ay paossilss al avarseas Fllpinog
whoc, tdava lTor Inag rasdancy
maguramednls axacled of an ceclinar
wORET unglar arclinoey | prcdliicns. crs oreolillacd fo
wakia,"

The "mxpondsd Irusl’ ol e Abianien
Vollng Low, accordng 1o o 5C., alic granty ine
gl af suflrage o "whal we may lag od ne
naal  genaredion el duals.” or thean al loast 18

infefest invalvad m pravenbing ha
axamption, which miusl be
compaling, for onby e gravast
abusas, endongenng parameount
Inferests can bmit the lundamenial
fight 1o raligious freedams To nes
otherwise would ba 1o
emasculate the Foe Earciio
Clouse o3 g source ol rght by
itsalf.”

In his dissant 1o the majoniy
ruling, Justice antonio Complo
argued that the preservation of
marioge and family 15 the

“camealing Inlarss” o he sials
hal @ould  hawve cubsaighed
Escrifor's claim of religious
frieadam.

He sald that the ruling el
moke rellgion o separafe
republic,.. a haven for criminal
conducl.'" From heracn, he
wamed Ihot the SC "wil have o
condona acts of concubinags
oy Cathalics who hove secured
Church annument even wilhoul
the final annulment from’ o chil
court,”

viedis o e who howe never jel ioal @ e
Fhilippines.

Hormonizieig e wniorm infend of ha
Canstlivlos and 8.4, F18Y and I axporaian af
e scope ol tha s wilh bhe posioge of Ra
225, Ihe g pronouncad thal "ihe iredslibes
conchson s thal 'duals’ may now exarcise 1
rkl al sulliagn Ikl the absordon voaling
vo e and af oveseos abdenien yvolemn "

T larw, the high kbunal emphosized,|
“eimi fo anfranchise o much os patlble
ofl oyeriem Filiplnos wha, 10ve far Ihe
resldency requiremants sioetad of an
eatlinary vobar under odinory conclfions,
are qualifled fa vole," |

Tna Frligpinas ranies 4l n
Ine kst ol fon e couningsn Mo
wiovd wilt tha biggesl Calholc
{alelel e Ty 8

O the counsiey.on this B2
— Broml Mesdco; USA, haly,
Fronce;, Spoin, Polaond.
Coalambla, Arganling, and
Gieemony — anly iha Frdppines
orofiBilsdiverce.




DOLE cuts red tape on issuance of employment permits
to foreign nationals

in a bid fo aliract fareign nationals 1o irvest in fhe Philippines, the Depoifment of Lobor and
Ernpboyment ({DCLE) hos revised ks ndes on ihe Bsuonce of emplovment parmits o foreign nationals;

Under Departman! Order Moo 754048, elleciive last July | 2006, the processing fime in the
application lor an allen amployvment pemit (AEF| hos bean reduced fram five doys undes tha aid
rules fo only 24 hows offer the application hos been filed with he neares) DOLE regionaioffice

Tha number of documents raqured of fareign nationals hove oo boen reducad 1o only lour,
namaly: duty accomplished apgicoflon lerm, mochineg capy of passpord, contract of employmeant o
fhe boord's cedificalion of sleciion, and machine copy of mayor's permif o oporale o businoss, A
phalocopy of the current AEP shad also be reguited of foreign nationals applying for arenawal of thei
work pormids,

A loo of PhP B,000.00 s reguiod ond B vaid o yaar, Al oddilional PhP 300000 shall be chorged far every addilional yedr ar a
fracton inarmol, incase he employment parico & longar than one yaar,

Insurance
brokers
ordered to
increase
capitalization

The Phillpplng  Insuiancs
Commislion (MC] hes e o
méamorandum Iimpoiing
reniminm  capilal reoulranmsent
on IMuasce and rslinslronco
Brokars, Whereos noo such
requrameants warg anloroad n
T ekl N8 PIE Ross nedjings

inmurance - ancd relnsdrance
brokam o maniosn a minimum
nal warln ol PhE 10 millen;
Companies opeiafing bolh os
insufance and reinsuranco
Brokars mush neve o minimum
gopiodafion of FnP 25 millon,

Unaer Insuranecsa
Memorandum No. 1-2004.
affectad companies have untl
2010 1o mesl e iequiremenl
Bul musl Biglncapital Bulldug
immediotely ond Increoss
capltalizatian by (Z0% per
anntim for the next fouryeors;

ERC issues guidelines on
Retall Electricity Licensing

Pursuant fo the Eleciic Powar Incfusing
Relorm Acl of 2001 (EPIRA). the Energy
Regulatory. Commistan recepily [Eued 15
guidalines on retall alac i llcenslng.

The EFPIRA opened the power
genaration and supply sectors In the
Phillppines: o competition thereby
ramaoving them from the list of public wkilibg
operations. Under the faw, any elechicily
generatfion or supply company which seaks

e antar he elecids powar
inclusiry. In tha counlry no
longer has e gel o
congrassional ranchlse and
may  gualily only undar
patinenl ERC rulss.

Unclar the new guldaline,
oily enlilles with ERC lIcansas
may wpply eecticily in 1ha
Philpplnes,

Thie guldelines alsa Impose
lechnlcal and linancial
ragulrements on llcanss
appliicants o wel os resinclions
oon B roEs-owrarship.
Slockholdars and amployaas
ol opplicant enfilies are not
ollewed fa hold any infereshin the Nalionaol
Trarsmission Company (TRANSCO| which
mandges the country’s fransmislon system,

Licernsaas are alio required fo comaly
with the unbundling reguiramants sal lar in
the EFIRAL A refal Ecense suad by 1he ERC
i walid anywhere in 1he Phiippines lor a
pariod ol three veors and B renewable af
the end of each lem,

Distribution ullliles operafing In fhelr
respeciive fronchise oreos ond. licensed
suppliesin economic Zones org exemplad
from the retalllicensng requirement.
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FNS Now Provides
US Visa Services

FHS B ploosed to senounca ol | has recenlly signod an ogroement
with fhie US Low Firrm of Sayer Regan Thoyer & Flonogan [SRIF] of Rawparl.
Erade and, U5A fara Us immigrolion Low corespandand relatanship,. SETF
I5a fub-orvice law liom able io asst clants wilk all thak imrsiation and

Business rapcs

Brflippitng (o SETF 1o gl n thel applicatans for amplynenl-boied veos,
{arrily immsigation maoliers and businass lamalicn o fareign invesion Inire

U5

Inleastad oppicants moy conlacl FHE al inlowiiislo com,zh lor lho

\rango almmigralicn weedce thal FRb and SETF aflar

FH5 seeks la Inoduce inforesied opplconls rem he

T DR T

O RJUN

Mriligping manp ke i Al ped wilh Ihil
al Ihe infed Dngdea 118G weol ia ragidl
ol a Vel cardhiclanl by FHS wisch 1l
meenlly uterdied 16 e Shombar al
rinadal ihe PRippnes

FNS study

Mlnlng Luw i peesai], st dound Imal (ho

eyt mining kest an afvdarersniol
RIS IGN mndUiEl  and
aeldl repantbiiy

Cotpaniatn
e clslabail g

FHA i tiedi &Y. Il'rlrll F'Hh-mll-hlli‘m

Fates| Sifva [IFO) nl-r- I wanh dbemmiail AREAE
magnmu iraley sl Fa

h-ll | Tha bl i el mlime
itz Pz miuikim Foped lr!ll'lFMJIl'r IT R 14

ANy, Lk wakiais mdghh sn s o

F g men s sddiian he was
clin mrpiied is spneso culise ped wop of B wileh e fond
=iy mieleni ¢
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Sesslon Rood
subbanial campared wilh BMeaunbar
potd baggalalion i Bitoin

Exepipli af (e e’ regsnl  wane
pusdnbna i [P by 25, SU08 Allan afl 1o
e, Aparl Bam PN, fiee allher oD
law Temy eyvpiualed ook mang s
Wileraiia ey Cantso: Geabliedrey Toess fol
Aushidla ond Syclp Salacoe Heenandes
A Gatirlar lar i LS,

FHE Bangual CHllca
imaviss 1o o new oddiess an

Juky 1. 3004

Manio Uriysnbly,

Afty. Santos
accepled fo
the FN3
Fartnership

Adry, Gilvent V. doniss hog hamn lnimuly
nonaphed o Ihe Pl pamsislp slecive

Ally, Samioy wan aamdsed oo ihe
FHiEppire Bir in T000, e woa bem in 1973
o hold @ bachior's degies s Peltcol
Szinnge iom e lnteenty of the Felippise
e jocelvad i 10, hom e Alneo de

&lty. - Sontes fained FHE W 2000, e
wpaciokeesin keier v,
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